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23 August I960 


MEMORANDUM FOR; 
5B0M; 

SUBJECTS 


Assistant Director, Research and Reports 

25X1 A9a 

Report on Overseas TDY 

and Stockholm from 1 July to 15 August 191 


1. Purpose of Travel 

a. The primary purpose of the trip vas to attend the meetings 
of the International Geographical Union (IGU) in Stockholm, Sweden, 
from 6 to 13 August, as a member of the United States delegation to 
che IGU o 
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Stockholm from 1 July to 15 Augus - 
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SUBJECTS Heport on Overseas TOT to 
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a-K-C-E-g.f 


25X1X7 

SUBJECTS Report on Overseas TDY 

Stockholm from 1 July to 15 August 1 


d » Stockholm 

25X1 C4a 

Stockholm, 

I attended many seSSSa^mere^S^r^b^tussian^rear^jive!!!^^^^ 
and subsequently discussed * I was espec ially Interested in 
the research methodology being utilized by the Russians, which 
could be evidenced by the character and quality of their presen- 
tations. It was a real disappointment to find that many of the 
Russian papers which had been scheduled were cancelled at the 
last minute, throwing the planned program into a state of confusion 
and upsetting the steady progress of many of the sessions. Of 
those Russian papers given, most could be characterized as being 
very general, in nature, principally talking about the accomplish- 
ments that had been made by the USSR usually in very general terms 
and without specific data to back up their conclusions. On 
several occasions, the presentations were questioned by others, 
asking for specific data in relation to the methodology used or 
for a clarification or presentation of facts which led to the 
very general conclusions which had been given. On most of these 
occasions, the author of the paper was rather reluctant to be 
more specific and, after a consultation between the Russians 
present, the excuse was usually given that this was neither the 
time nor the appropriate place to either question the validity 
of Soviet statistics or to discuss the details of data or method- 
ology used to arrive at conclusions. 

Many foreign geographers were contacted and there was 
opportunity to discuss their work, new developments and trends 
in geographic research, and the organization of geographic work 
in Geography Departments in Universities end in Government 
institutions . 

last Germany was admitted to the Union in the first general 
assembly, probably because West Germany did not take a definite 
stand against their admittance and, as many think, because the 
West Germans wanted JCarl Troll to be the next president of the 
IGU, which all added up to a "deal" having been made. Troll was 
elected President and Prof. Bans Boesch of Zurich will continue 
for another four years as Secretary. 


c; 
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SUBJECT? ob OwjaMai TDY 
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S-E-C-R-jS-T 


25X1X7 


25X1X7 


SUBJECT: Report on Overseas 

Stockholm from 3, July to 15 August 1! 



5 . Recojamecdatiorus 

In coEnamicaticms to the field, I would recommend that the purposes 
of TB3f caasuXtations with specific individuals and offices he detailed 
as completely as possible in order to give them sufficient guidance 
for making arrangements and to dispel any hesitancy that they may have 
regarding the purpose and validity of the trip. 


25X1A9a 
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